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Synopsis

Charlie Joe Jackson may be the most reluctant reader ever born. And so far, he’s managed to get
through life without ever reading an entire book from cover to cover. But now that he’s in middle
school, avoiding reading isn’'t as easy as it used to be. And when his friend Timmy McGibney
decides that he’s tired of covering for him, Charlie Joe finds himself resorting to desperate
measures to keep his perfect record intact. Charlie Joe Jackson’s Guide to Not Reading by Tommy
Greenwald is the hilarious story of an avid non-reader and the extreme lengths to which he’ll go to

get out of reading a book.
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Customer Reviews

So thoroughly had Charlie Joe convinced me to give up reading there were almost no future
reviews. But in the end, | enjoyed Tommy Greenwald’s book so much | guess I'll keep searching for
another book that makes me laugh as hard.This is how Charlie Joe Jackson greets us on page
one:lf you're reading this book, you don't like reading.In fact, you do whatever you can to avoid
reading, and the fact that you’re holding a book in your hand right now is kind of shocking.From

here, Charlie Joe goes on to warn us of the many dangers of reading, such as it makes us fat. In a



way, this book is split into two books. One book is a conversation between us and Charlie about
why reading sucks and what authors might do to improve it. The second book is the actual story,
which is also fun.Charlie’s a likeable enough guy, though he narrates his story with impeccable skill,
which is odd considering how much he hates to read:) He’s a middle school boy in Eastport, who
loves beetles, chocolate, and dogs. He’s innovative in a Ferris Bueller kind of way (always likeable),
he’s considerate of other people (especially, shock, his big sister), and he’s popular. It's been a long
time since | read a book about a middle school protagonist who doesn’t feel alienated from the rest
of the population. Charlie’s well liked and the "hottest" girl in his grade has a crush on him. It's
refreshing to sometimes get to read from the perspective of the sort of character who’s usually a jerk
and/or villain in so many other books.Greenwald takes great advantage of the fact that his
protagonist is a first person narrator and this is one book | cannot imagine written any other way.

Charlie Joe is written quite well in his scenes with other characters.

The unreliable narrator. It's a staple of adult literature, and a relative newcomer to the world of
children’s lit. Even books for teens are more likely to sport these first person ne’er-do-wells than
titles for the 9-12 set. It can be done mind you, but it's tricky territory, made all the trickier if the
narrator is always being on the up and up with the reader. | think the closest you can usually get to
an honest-to-goodness unreliable character is something like Charlie Joe Jackson’s Guide to Not
Reading. With a title that baffles child readers even as it intrigues them, author Tommy Greenwald
conjures up a charming, befuddled hero who'’s steadfast refusal to pick up and enjoy a book leads
him to illogical extremes and the ultimate punishment.Let’s be clear. Charlie Joe Jackson is a
charming guy. If you met him you’d probably like him. Lots of people do, and why not? This is a kid
who has figured out what it is he wants out of life and goes for it. Take reading. Charlie hates it.
Couldn’t dislike it more. So over the years he and his friend Timmy have set up a nice little
arrangement. Timmy will read books for Charlie if in exchange he can get free ice cream
sandwiches. Everything’s going beautifully until the day Timmy destroys Charlie’s sweet scheme.
Caught, Charlie finds himself facing a huge school project with a ton of reading on the horizon. He
has a plan to get out of it, but it hinges on setting up the girl of his dreams with the class nerd. Can
Charlie keep himself from reading from here on in? And do we even want him to?It hadn’t occurred
to me until | presented this book to a reading group | run for kids, but Charlie Joe Jackson may

qualify as a notebook novel.
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